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High Wycambe Office
31 Crendon Street,
High Wycombe, Bucks.
HP13 6LJ
Tel: 01494 451010

Your local Estate Agents

Hazlemere Office Prestwood Office Residential Lettings Stokenchurch Office
1-3 Penn Road, 2 Wycombe Road, 1-3 Penn Road, Kingstan House.
Haztemere, Bucks. Prestwood, Bucks Hazlemere, Bucks. Oxtord Road, Stokenchurch,
HP15 7LN HP16 OPW HPIS 7IN Bucks. HP14 3TA
Tel: 01494 711777 Tel: 01494 868600 Tel: 01494 451050 Tel: 01494 484288

www.philipgreen.co.uk

Professionals in the sale and rental of quality homes in
Speen, North Dean and the surrounding Chiltern Villages
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2008

August What Where Contact
6t , 11a.m: 5 p.m. | Take the Wheel Grange School, Ayles- Nicola or Mark on 01296 382450.
bury
7th, 7:45 p.m. W.I. Plants for Speen Village Hall WI, Barbara Collett, 488348,
small Gardens
(Edwin Rye)
16Mh, 1:00 p.m. Bike Park Chal- Ridgl eyds f il Gloria Holmes, 488420
lenge
September
4th 7:45 p.m. W.I. -Geology - 50 | Speen Village Hall WI, Barbara Collett, 488348,
million years in 40
minutes 0
Dr. Jill Eyers
5th 6. pm. Marguee erection Willotts Farm James Entwisle, 488875
for Caribbean Car-
nival
6™, 7 p.m. for SSGds Car | Wilnttsd&arm Edie Radford, 488679
7:30 Carnival Evening )
[edie@speenbucks.org]
20h, 8:30 a.m.0 Mends br e p3péen Ghapel For tickets,
10:00 a.m. John Ryland, Andy and Carolyn, 488758 or
0Christiaph Heal - James and Sandy,
ing; fact or fic- 488875
tion?6
October
Ist, 7:45 p.m. Alpha Supper Chapel Hall Andy 488758
2nd 7:45 p.m. W.I. Spare Parts, Speen Village Hall Barbara Collett, 488348,
Dr. Tony Maisie
18h, 8:30 a.m.9d Ladi es® bfSpeek Chapelt : For tickets,
10 a.m. Prof. Paul Matts Andy and Carolyn, 488758 or
0ltds a tpugh job James and Sandy,
but someoheds got 488875
to do it ékeeping
the women of the
worl d beaptiful)o
November
6th, 7:45 p.m. WI, TBC Speen Village Hall Barbara Collett, 488348,
8th Bonfire Night Speen Playing Field Christian Nagele, 488247
22nd Rotary Club of Sytner/BMW/Mini car For reservations call John Holmes,
Princes Risbor- showroom, High Wy- 488420
ough concert for combe
SKIDZ
29h, 8:30 a.m.d Mends Br e p3péen Shapel For tickets,
10:00 a.m. Chief Constable Andy and Carolyn, 488758 or
Matt Baggott, James and Sandy,
OPolicing]| for 488875
Christo
December
13h Christmas Tree Speen Playing Fields Annabel Warr, 488346

and Carols

See page 27 for North Dean events. In future they will be in this calendar, too.
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2009

January What Where Contact

24, 8:30 Ladies Breakfast: Speen Chapel For tickets,

a.m.o Jo Gambi oJ|Hanging Andy and Carolyn, 488758 or

10:00a.m. | On ¢ James and Sandy,
488875

March

14h..8:30 Mend&s Br e alkSpeersCGhapel For tickets,

a.m.o Noel Fellowes Andy and Carolyn, 488758 or

10.00am. |[oKi Il I'i ng TI|i mebé James and Sandy,
488875

May

16M.8:30 (TBC) Tracey Elliot- | Speen Chapel For tickets,

a.m.o Reep, ORidling by Andy and Carolyn, 488758 or

10:00 a.m. | faith; Mexico to James and Sandy,

Canadabd 488875
Septem-
ber
Speen Festival Sue Taylor (Festival Secretary)

sue@dairymed.gotadsl.co.uk
488168

e FeSt

2009

o L -—.--_'-’L

Fred Burnham’s Decor

Y No Job Too Small

| ’? Call Fred on
¢ .

-

Free Advice given on Home Maintenance
Free Estimates
Sensible Prices and No VAT
Friendly Local Service

01494 488303

A Member of The Guild of Master Craftsmen

Speen Stores

Fresh Bread Baked Dalily,
Homemade Cakes

Cakes made to order
Farm Fresh Eggs

AWARM FRIENDLY
WELCOME

Opening hours
Monday to Friday

6.45am until 6.30pmAlgust
6:45ami 3:00pm)
Saturday 8am To 3pm
(August 8.00ari 12:00)

Sunday 8.30am to 12.30pr]

—
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Speen and North Dean are cer-
tainly busy places. As your new
editors , we have been immersed
in its reported activities for the last
two months, and now emerge
gasping with our first edition ,
amazed at the range and quality
of what people accomplish on a
voluntary basis in a short period of
time in these two communities

We are sorry that this is a much
delayed edition. It means that the
range of events that we are cover-
ing has had to be even wider than
usual. We are grateful to Alison

Holmes for handing over to us so
much good material from the edi-

tion that she was unable to com-
plete. And we are grateful indeed

for all of the support given by

members of the Committee, led by
Gloria Holmes, who have ably

helped us up the learning curve

All the deficiencies are, of course ,
down to us. Did we miss a vital
name? Or fail to cover a truly sig-
nificant event ? Is our balance
right or wrong? Only you know,
and we can only know if you tell
us. We have strong aspirations for
the News. We think that it needs
to be better integrated with the
vilage web presence, and that
while it continues in print, fuller
length articles and more pictures
could be gathered into a continu-
ous Web edition.. We want to see
more original writing, art and pho-
tography from the two villages
and we strongly support those
voices who say that the contribu-
tions of children and teenagers are
sadly missing from our

Dear Reader

-_—
-

NN
T

pages. We would like to hear
more local history, and hear the
voices of those who know it..
Above all, we would like your
interests and concerns to shape
our direction: please tell us
about them.

Speen and North Dean News is
free. We are therefore hugely
grateful to our advertisers, as
well as to the local Council for
their support. And now, as we

start to prepare our next edi-
tion, we await your contribu-

tion. We live in the centre of
Speen, alongside Speen Stores.
To contact us:

A nne Foster
anne@monimail.net

David Worlock
epsdrw@aol.com
Tel: 488033

g

- Adrport Transfors
- Bysnts &

)

SBOROUGH

o1saa 274 474 e

; "!(vnow the yoice, know your drive‘rj =

- CABS PRIVATE HIRE

Table of Contents

Speen Schools.....20
Speen Fete.......... 23
North Dean Fete .26
Wildflowers ........ 28

Green Speen & North

Down on the Farm 30

Laura Page in Tanzania

Survice
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Speen Festival organisers need you for September 2009

Last year6s fourth Speen Festival attracted enthusi ast
theatrical, artistic and outdoor activity for all ages, designed to express the creative talents and

achievements of the village and surrounding area. What makes the Festival buzz is the many ways

children and adults get involved, as active players, as planners and organisers, or working behind

the scenes, around the village and on the field.

(See what made the Speen Festival 2007 the talk of the Three Counties. Visit

www.speenfestival.org )
We are eager to get Speen Festival , September 2009, under way. And we are starting now!

Hereds what we need:

I f youdve an idea for an event and would |ike to put it
Let us know too if youdd |Iike to act, sing, dance, play
I f you are keen to support the Festival ©O6behind the sce

If you simply want to express your views on the kinds of events that will entertain and inspire au-

diences 0 whether young children, teenagers or adults owedd |l ove to hear from you.
We are looking for the following for a steering committee:

Director/Committee Chair (replacing Catherine Haddon),

Treasurer (replacing Clive Rainbow),

Logistics Manager (replacing Jill Rogerson),

Publicity Manager (replacing Bronwen Davies).

The hunt is also on for a Website Manager (replacing John Allwright).

Sendusyourname dor suggest someone you think would do well f
from a lot of hard work? Well, the warmth of applause, the excitement of working with extraordi-

nary performers who live in our villages, seeing your children engage in something new, watching

the marquee fill with friends, neighbours and talent scouts...generally, being part of the commu-

nity we all boast about to our less favoured metropolitan friends.

Please contact Sue Taylor (Festival Secretary):

sue@dairymed.gotadsl.co.u

telephone 01494 488168

SNDN 44 6



Speen Supporters Group 3 Winners of the Chilterns

Outstanding Achievement Award, 2008

OWinning the award
brings publicity to the
hospices, the tremen-
dous work they do,
and how little funding
the receiveo

The Speen WI nominated the Spee
Supportersé
Outstanding Achievement Award
i n recognition

activities in raising funds for 5 local
hospices.

people who make life in the Chil-

terns oOeven mor e
they have ocarri
l essly for

Group |

The Award recognises

t hei rOf2ZoMJl Mary Craf® Jo Keatbhe and Shelley Jennings ac-

following stories tell us how the | cepted the award on behalf of the SSG.

SSG earned its prize.

Barn Dance
raises £335 to
add to SSG

funds.

Caribbean Carnival will

take place Sept. 6 at Wil-

lots farm

A big thank you to everyone who
supported our Barn Dance. A great
time was had by all. The dancing
was energetic and lively and the

i mited space di dendlg@spe%n?ugk?ﬁ%rg any -
oneds style! We méade Ragfdrga p ra8&679t

add to our funds to donate this
year.

The Caribbean Festival will be
held, thanks to the generosity
of Grace and Barry, on 6 th
September in the Marquee at
Willots Farm with a Steel
Band and Pig
Tickets are nearly sold out at
press time. The Carnival starts
at 7 p.m. for 7:30. Caribbean
costumes are optional. (Ed.
Note, although some costume
must be worné)

Roast.

If you are not on the list and
would like to be to get details
of SSG and local events,
please send me your e mail

addre s s t o

Taking the bike &

round two

Well, if the boys can do it

,,,,,,

The Challenge - Cycling
500km across Vietnam and
Cambodia

The Challengers 8 Two ladies
of Speen who, by now, should
probably know better:

Shelley Jennings

Christine Symondson

No w, read oné

SNDN 44 7
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Two ladies of Speen go out of their way to raise

money for Helen and Douglas House

The Story

When we tell people what we
are doing, everyone has a dif-
ferent reaction. Some are ex-
cited and encouraging with a
0good for youbd
are a little more reserved and
reticent about our ability to

do it while others just laugh.
However, one thing everyone
is in agreement about is that

the charity we are raising
money for is an extremely
worthwhile cause.

Many of you will be familiar
with the work of Helen &
Douglas House, a hospice for
children and young adults in
Oxford, as it is one of the five
hospices we have supported
over the last seven vyears

at

through our fundraising ac-
tivities with Speen Support-
ersdo Group.

Helen House was established
in 1982 by Sister Frances Do-
mi ni ca and was

{i{st childrends
I ude, s ome

became the blueprint for chil-
drends
world. In 2004 Douglas House
was opened for teenagers and
young adults.

Helen & Douglas House pro-
vide respite and palliative
care and end of life care to
children and young adults

with  life -shortening condi-
tions, offering personal and
practical support to their

families. The care is modelled
on that provided in the family

home - living life to the full,

whatever the circumstances.
Even after many vyears of
fundraising for the hospice, it
is difficult to convey what a

positive and supportive envi-

ronment they provide for

children and their families in

the most difficult of circum-

stances.

For some time we had talked
about taking on a personal
challenge, so when we heard
that Helen & Douglas House
were organising a sponsored
bike ride we just had to go for
it.

Shelley:

ol n December

hospices

the grand old/young age of
50 and decided that it was
time to challenge myself in
some way and if | could com-
bine that challenge with the
r%)pg:)ortlel\r)i(t}/r tlodr%issg some
mﬂngysf%r Ia céhgrity Iaarrp ger-
sonally ‘involved with, so
5“}108 Be%te& Sot, \ﬁhgn Chris-
tine phoned me and told me
about the bike ride | think |
shocked her when | said,
without pause,
it! 1o

Of course, taking part in this
bike ride will give us the op-
portunity to see some of the
wonderful sights and scenery
in Vietnam and Cambodia but
itds going t o
struggle. We will by cycling
an average of 75km a day in
hot and humid conditions
with much of the route on dirt
and gravel tracks. For those
who have enjoyed a happy
relationship with their bike
this may not seem too oner-
ous but | have to admit that,
as a 50 year old, | have never
owned a bike or done any
cycling beyond the odd cou-
ple of miles along a towpath
in France one year, so to call
me a novice is an understate-
ment & hence the personal
challenge. Sometimes the
largest
make are made spontane-
ously because they involve
something you know you

commitments we

200 7haetotice ac hed

SNDN 44 8
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So, if you see the vision of a
grimacing, perspiring (some
might say glowing) woman,
ng her
cling shorts (and quite hon-
estly, | should be able to raise
sponsorship just for prevent-
i ng Si mon
but on her very new and
pretty bike, slowly (very
slowly) struggling up one of
our many hills please give an
encouraging cheer.

wear i

To be serious for one minute,
the ultimate aim in all this is

to raise as much as possible
for Helen & Douglas House. |

am funding all my costs rele-

vant to the bike ride so that

every penny | raise will go

directly to Helen & Douglas

House. 6

Christine: o0 Sadl y,
Shelley, December 2007 found
me well past the grand old/
young age of 50! Having
completed my last charity
bike ride in 2000 | really felt |
had hung up the padded
pants and seen the last of the
Vaseline. | really should have
known better than to mention
the Vietham Cambodia ride;
unfortunately i
moment to take up the gaunt-
let and, for many of the same
reasons as Shelley, | am back
on my trusty bike & padded
saddle and all. | hope my own
well-padded saddle will be
somewhat reduced by our
strenuous training regime.

Physically this is a major chal-
lenge and | have to say the
fund raising side of it is just
as daunting, we will try not to

u

t

husb

n

drive everyone mad with

countless events. We are both
aware that over the next few
manthdoair new gommitment

means we will be unable to
commit as much time to
Speen

the rest of our very suppor-
tive committee will be cheer-
ing us on. Sore legs, sore
backs and sore bottoms will
all be bearable in the knowl-
edge that the amazing Helen
& Douglas House will benefit
from our efforts making them
all worthwhile.

Like Shelley I shall be financ-
ing the cost of the trip .On
March 6th | start as a volun-
teer at the hospice and this is
certain to make me even more
Ffak%r mi ned to

Villagers of Speen

and North Dean can

help, too

You can follow these links

www.bmycharity.com/
shelleyjenning

or www.bmycharity.com/
Wgsgnesmondﬁog | Ybo% can
write a cheque payable to
Helen and Douglas House,
sent to Shelley Jennings, 1
Hampden Gate, Hampden
Road, or Christine Sy-
mondson, Westwood, Hamp-
den Road, both Speen Bucks,
HP27 ORU.

Rotary Club
will celebrate
the SKIDZ

) . Supporters Fhe F?'o{ar?/ Eiflo of Princes
wear i ngve would lika é) However

Risborough is arranging a
charity concert on SATUR-
DAY 22nd NOVEMBER in
the Sytner/BMW/Mini car
showroom in High Wy-
combe. It will be similar to
the one we organised in 2005
which was a great success
and enjoyed by all.

SKIDZ is the workshop based
charity that motivates diffi-
cult and disadvantaged teen-
agers and gets them back into
education or apprenticeships.
There are workshops in High

su C\/\?yc(:aor(?ﬂﬁje,' A?/Iesbury and

Banbury. This concert is to
celebrate SKIDZ's 10th Anni-
versary. Earl Howe and
Paddy Hopkirk will host the
concert. The very talented
young people of the High
Wycombe Music Centre will
again provide the music.

Tickets will be available at
the end of July at £12. We
hope you and your friends
will join us. John Holmes is
happy to take reservations.
See note in
Speen and North Dean

SNDN 44 9
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Youth routs experience at Funday

Once again Speendsang aompetitbrs fyingn for

on 7th June was a success. An the Cup , won this year by the

adul tds escape t o expenteandgeathusiastic dBkth
youth and a c¢hi |l dRodmord rGneem coatéstants
being hurled down a slippery were dry and the curlers re-
sl ope, united t o ooeckd o&p2OE pedpke at-
Funday unique for us all. The tended the Pig Roast , con-
scores of the five street teams suming all the pork available

remained close, until a final ( and a mound of sausages as
push from Hampden Church well 1)

Road6s young side,.clinched .a
) i Itis'not true ; as many in the
victory. Despite the fact that

_ B villages claim to believe, that
my team didnot en9eP8m§/a§§/H19ndson
home a winnerds

Bt the interbeRifig
day itself was exciting, com-

agents , and established audi-
ences. And each of them has
commented on the pleasures
of performing in the Speen
marquee d this year in front of
210 people from the villages
who gave Cosmic Sausages a
warm welcome and a sincere
ovation at the end. The eve-
ning also included (almost)
voluntary contributions from
villagers Anthony Cox
(spoons ) and Johnnie Thirkell
(whose comments below do
less than justice to an impres-
sion of James Brown which ,
for ntady& s ,thas funda-
mentally changed our percep-
tion of that great artist ! )

months between Funday con-
petitive and enjoyable for eve-

rybody who took part.

Money raised goes to the #

Playing Field and Helen
House this year.

Tom Slade

sausage e

As Tom notes, Funday teams
seem to be getting younger
and more energetic, though
there is still room for more
mature contributors. Strategy,
as well as tactical nous, seems
increasingly called for, as
chairman Keith Fisher and his
excellent committee members
strive to stay ahead of the
game(s) by setting new chal-
lenges every vyear. , This
yeards tight
the last gasp, almost literally,
by Hampden Church Road
( the original name for the
Hampden Road ) . An enthu-
siastic bout of Kiddie Curling
followed immediately, with

r a ¢ eprofessienal wo n-

certs auditioning bizarre and

In a further porcine twist to a
weekend of Cosmic Sausages
and Pig Roasts, Jem asserts
that he came upon this band
when the group he had
booked , The Chippolatas ,
had a scheduling clash.

4 Clearly the audience felt that

| Simon, Greg, Luke and
Dan of Cosmic Sau-
sages were worthy

@ substitutes.

wonderful bands
in strange loca-
tions late at
night. In fact ,
each of the four -

3

» b
5 Ny

groups who have
performed since
he took on his impresarial
role as talent-spotter extraor-
dinary to the pre -Funday fes-
tivities have websites and

(www.cosmicsausages.com).

SNDN 44 10



Wrights BuildBase kindly spon-
sored, delivered and erected the
staging , and David Hill of the
soon to be opened William IV
gave an early sample of his skills
with refreshments and a wonder- very own Harvey Gold-

ful Paella. And grateful as the vil- - gmjth, agonises over
lages are to Jem , there are proba-\ynether his plucky gamble
bly still some who picture him
limping off on his crutches to
audition the OIld Spots or the
Berkshire Tamworths for some

At precisely the same moment,
this highly charged atmos-
phere is being replicated in
the Speen marquee where
Jeremy Symondson, our

will pay off. Having been
sadly let down by one of his
less reliable cohorts, Jem
has been forced to try and
foll ast
lar triumph by putting on a
band which he has been
unable to audition & and the pres-
sure 1is
pacing the floor so much he needs
a crutch!

ow | y

vill age event as
Cosmic Sausages
OMeat d Expec
N Opannedd as bei,ng t he
. . However |1 6m happ to say that hi
Picture the scene. The audience ) . . edod ever put on wer e
' . . . perturbation was all in vain as the ) ) )
filter excitedly in to La Scala in | g ) hadnb tOnce again Spe%an, and |tﬁ1re5|dent
Milan, the air filled with an antici- ° magtc ) adno BandﬂndesF %énergl, maintailnsmlts
. after all. The Cosmic Sausages ) ) ]
pation made all the more palpable ) i ) worldwide reputation for quality
. were a triumph. Their unique )

by the evocative sound of the or- . entertainment on a truly global

. . brand of musical humour had the
chestra tuning up in the back- ) . scale.

. audience rapt from the beginning
ground. Backstage, the Prima . : . ) . .
. with a collection of interpretations | bel i eve next year i

Donna scurries through scales ; -k hich
whilst being attended by a small O W& KNOWRSONGS WRICh - 3o0nny Thirkell

ranged from the sublime to the
downright bizarre & culminating
in a never-to-be forgotten version

army of dressers and acolytes -
and at the hub of all this frenetic

activity, the impresario paces i )
of Anarchy in the UK. Throw in

nervously in the wings, never sure o .
. some exempltarg musicianship,
whet her tonight4s er rmance

. . four genuinely funny characters
will be a triumph or a tragedy. ) )
and a bit of good old-fashioned

beginning

have

ritual humiliation and you

the recipe for a great evening,
topterql. Hegés been
So, it seems t hat

about The Cosmic Sausages being

SNDN 44 11
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splal4 Bulke|d usads

them maintained for us all to use. field and in the small copse to en-

Speen Pla‘ylng Everyoneds hel p d¢osragey eesting lyusenall bads.-
: . reciated and the hard work can There was a Spring Bat Event on
Fields AGM; b ) | pring met =
be seen by all in two very well Friday 11th April, where children
COﬂtIﬂUIty Of kept sports fields. Iejarned to bu-lld bat boxes and
bird feeders with Wycombe Rang-
|eadership iS Playing Field will get new  ers. There will also be a table ten-
equipment from Funday nis tournament and hopefully a
important for funds paid BBQ/tuck shop..
this successful T he
. winter
village resource | . .
b .
Our AGM was held on the 26th ele n
February. John Holmes, our Chair- :_e T )
e :
man for the last 3 years, stepped I_V y
. . kind to =%
down, in accordance with our con- "
I . us this
stitution. Andy Thompson is our b
y e a rjks

new Chairman. On behalf of the \

. . and
committee and all the villagers

little ]\
who use our playing SO
) = damage :
to thank John for his stewardship

to the EFEEr ¥R
and hard work over the past years o
) ) field and pavilion has occurred. . .
and for leaving the running of the We held « part Saturd 12 April saw a successful Bike
e held a work party on Saturda .
playing fields in very good order. party Y 'Park cChallen ge 1i/n

19th April to carry out Sprin : ;
John will be staying involved in P y P'NG ' Field. On 16th August there will

maintenance on the playing fields.
the role of Secretary and also help- o Paying ) be
i ) ] . We are considering a new piece of
ing with the various activities and )

i play equipment for 8 -12 year olds
events run on the fields. ) :
and are looking at various de-

Roger Clarke agreed to continue S|gns.. We are _hOP'ng to repl.ace Monthly Draw is a key
in the post of Treasurer for the the cricket nets in time for getting

next 12 months as did John as Sec-SOMe practice in for the new sea- SOU/CE of income

son!
retary and so we have a couple of The monthly draw is one of our

vacancies to fill. Anyone who : :
Ridgl eyds Fi el N pOYRgseok income. Jf you

would like to help run our valu- would like the chance to win cash
able village playing fields please pl/ace in village life prizes and support a vital village
give me a call, no experience nec- amenity then please contact Penny

essary, full training will be given! The bike park has been fairly well giokoe (488676) and she will ask a
For those of you not aware the used over the winter on the dry collector to call.

playing fields of Speen are not days. We cut down the meadow
provided and maintained by the grass in Autumn and are letting
local authority, they were be- this grow back in the Summer to
queathed to the village and are provide a meadow environment

run as a charity relying on fund- for people to use. We have erected
raising and volunteers to keep @ number of bird boxes around the

Andy Thompson 4888524

SNDN 44 12
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aul's Plumbj
Y a, 786 17512319

& Local to Naphill, Walters Ash w

Registered Lacey Green, Speen, Hampden
Business HUghenden, Norl.h De(]n 100757

Paul Newman Ltd. 01494 565573
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: . botswood. | have now established thate taken by Smooth and Palmate
Wlld“fe WatCh there is a small colony resident in théewts More recently Jeremy recorded
locality where they are welcome. Thee dead Slow Worm on Chapel Hill
bats have solved a previous problemtich is close to where they have
with Cluster flies in the roof spaceéheen recorded previously around the
> y , Wats have still been recorded but fmttom end of Coleheath Bottom. An
‘table during the winter F’E.’”O.d- IrFnuch fewer numbers than last yeanteresting addition to my own garden
January the occasional Siskin - . . R .
peared and they were still about at tE{JFore mtere;tmg were two sightingst was a Grass Snhake seen m our
end of March. Few other winter visi® Polecat firstly by myself and Jemponds on 28 June and then again on
tors were driven into the garden as tB8YY Symondson on the road frobth July. On the first occasion | was
weather remained relatively mild. ARedland End to Speen and secondlyle to watch the snake for about 40
constant flow of Robins, Blue Titshby Ashley Cooper over towards Lacawinutes on and off, but it was very
Great Tits, Marsh Tits, Long tailedsreen wary of any movement. It was firstly

Tits, Nuthatches and a regular Greatd Kites have definitel ted apted slithering across the surface but
Spotted Woodpecker were recordegSd Kites have definitely neste aqe}ter was seen hunting underwater and
In early March Blackbirds were altaised young in Speen this year. 1 sunbathing on the far edge
ready sitting on eggs and one residéxeuld however mention that they araemong the reeds Subsequently Peter
reported the local Red Kites matingery susceptible to disturbance 5 h tioned siahti :

whilst delicately balanced on the topiease try and keep away from amy -0 'as mentoned Sightings in
of a conifer within the village. Theyiests you come across. Mallards V" garden in 2006.
were subsequently seen carrying negksted in the top of a hedge in tiéany villagers will have heard dhe
ing material middle of the village some way fronPeacock which suddenly turned

any larger ponds. 12 mallard chickkp i n t he Hol mesds

Local birds made good use of our bi

Another less common mammal me
tioned previously was a Lorepred
Bat found with a broken wing in Ab

Previous reports have highlighted the .
b gnhiig subsequently turned up in the gard%ving on to Alistair Rose and
ond at the Simms household. In ;
Deer in the area. Several viIIageEs n aarden ':he bird utable has frfﬂp_{en numerous addresses in Grub-
\fY. 9 bins Lane and even round into
. o . mained busy throughout the year wi
family group, albeit this remains an A
‘ le Roe D o h addition to the regulars coIourfu?eemed capable O_f fending for it-
g emtellqe _ci_e (?er app()jears 'do tavea” groups of Goldfinches hayv®!f but equally enjoyed any hand
een the viclim ot a road accident |\ hresent constantly together wiits it received. Subsequently it
the middle of North Dean with th(—i;
body noted lying just inside one of the Pe living behind the Old George.
roadside fields. Frogs laid spawn in the warmer vil-
Fllowed shortly thereafter by locainteresting sightingsPeter Symonds
Toads about a fortnight later as usu4i88016 or symonds@speenl

increasing number of sightings of Roe
have reported ones, twos and a sma
. ) oodview Drive. The bird
. %ountless young birds appearing.

uncommon species locally. In Marc
sm
he occasional Jay and Jackdaw. has been established that it should
lage ponds from the end of FebruaRlease let me know of any further
in my own pond many of the tadpoldsfreeserve.couk

West Wycombe Art Group
Annual Exhibition
Fri. 22 " Aug 10am until 6pm
Sat 23™ Sun 24 ™ 10am until 7pm

Monday 25 ™ 10am until 6pm

Tuesday 26 ™ 10 am until 5pm
West Wycombe Village Hall
Work for sale from local artists
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PART OF THE BAPTIST FAMILY OF CHURCHES

News from Speen
Church

http://speenchurch.org
Andy writes:

In mid July an historic point
was reached in the develop-
ment of Christian worship in
the village: we paid the final

needs of a C21st congregation.
We celebrated this historic occa-
sion with a special thanksgiving
service and a walk around the
land followed by a BBQ. | have
been asked to share one of the
prayers we used when we prayed
for the community:

Lord Jesus we lift up in prayer

the community in which we wor-
ship,

and those whose lives interweave

ours.

We pray for the lo-
cal schools; may
they be places
where children are
prized, education is
valued and the best
of our soci
derstanding /s
passed on to the
next generation.

We pray for those
employed and un-
employed;

instalment to complete the
purchase of the land adjacent
to the Chapel (the area
marked in bold on the map
below).

Long before the first Chapel
was built in 1802 folk had
been meeting for worship in
homes in the community. The
Chapel was their first local
public place of worship and the
building was progressively ex-
panded as the congregation
developed. Latterly the 1960s
built hall has been unable to
cope with the needs of the
growing church family and the
new land will enable us to
build facilities suited to the

May those who work
find their work adds value to their
own lives and to those of others;

For those seeking work;

would You so arrange circum-
~_ stances that they
'\ may find profit-

- ‘ - able employ-
o \.\\\\men
¢ “x. We pray for

Salem
Baptist Church

those who are
sick;

Grant them pa-
tience and a re-
covery to full
health

Give wisdom and
skill to those
who care for them.

For those who are facing death,
may they know the peace and
reassurance of Your presence.

For those who are bereaved and
grieving,

May they know Your comfort in
their loss.

And for all in the community, we
pray You would grant a revelation
of Your love and compassion.

We ask these things in Your
name, Lord Jesus.
Amen.

Coming up:

Baby-Sitting Training Course -
if you would like more details
contact Kate on 488622.

A new Alpha Course, starts
with the Alpha Supper 7:45pm
Wednesday 1st October in the
Chapel Hall. Contact Andy on
488758 for more details.

See Whatds On in
North Dean for dates and top-

ics of Ladi esd a
fesfsy 0s un-

UpJny)d usads wod) SMaN
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Speen Shop
Charity 10
yearson O it
can only give if
we are there to
use it.

Over the years the
Shop has generated
£21,082 for the bene-

fit of the community

This summer it is ten years

since the new Speen Stores
opened asefouwl
on the site of the old village
shop.

Bittle

It is useful in more ways than
one.

The rent from the shop lease is
paid to landlords, the Bucking-
hamshire Housing Association,
and that rent (less expenses) is
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made available to Speen Shop
Charity for distribution to
worthy educational and so-
cially beneficial projects
within the village. Grant Ap-
plication forms are available
in the shop.

During the last 10 years
£21,082 has been distributed
in 55 grants to the benefit of
the community.

We hope to be able to con-
tinue this for the years to
come, but, as an old article in
Speen & North Dean News
once said of the shop:6 Us e
or | oBhis isias téue now
as it was 10 years ago.

Andy Gower Chair,

Speen Shop Charity Com-
mittee

Speen WI re-
port reflects
on something
for every-
body: de-
lightful
young
women and
tall, dark,
handsome
men.

Ités a |l ong ti
tioned we were having Cohn

Oakes to talk to us about
§oho last October but we
decided to have him take us
round Soho, as he is a proper
guide, and in March, on a

rather chilly and wet Sun-

day, we took a coach trip to

London and saw the places
where famous and infamous

people had lived and

worked. The best part was

when we had lunch at a

lovely Italian Restaurant in

one of ti streets and it
warmed us up and made up

for the weather,

Back in November we en-
joyed a matinee at the Mill at
Sonning and in December
Anna Conti, who was a de-
lightful young woman, told

us how she had come to de-

me

sign and make stained glass
and in April she came to
give a workshop for those of
interested in making some
small items out of stained
glass. A very interesting day.

Tall, dark and handsome
Neil Rees gave an interesting
talk and computerised show
in February of Bucks County
in Pennsylvania, USA. And
local girl, Claire Radforth
gave one of our members
(her mother, as it happened)
a face massage. She in-
formed us that any make-up
over 2 years old should be
thrown away. Oh dear.

We had a lovely day out
with husbands and friends
insl\/ila)r/1 E:o eSquraveml\gaRqr
Bicester, which was the
home of George Washing-
tonds
the staff wore clothes of the
period. Our latest speaker
was Alison Rivett who gave
a slide show of Farm Africa
which is a charity that sends
volunteers to various parts
of Africa to show farmers
how to work the land better
and some were given a
stronger breed of goat which
gave more milk. They were
also able to build stronger
houses for themselves.
What s On
North Dean for dates and
topics of next meetings.

See

Our meetings start at 7:45 on
the first Thursday of the
month.  Ladies, do come
along. Barbara Collett,
48834
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County and

District Coun-
cil News July
2008

Risborough
Rural
Neighbour-
hood Action
Group (NAG)

The recent meeting of this
police led group, has concen-
trated on finding solutions to
the Speeding Traffic issue. It
was decided that three spe-
cific areas would be exam-
ined: the A4010, the B4009
and Perry Lane, Bledlow as
these would give an indica-
tion, for each type of road,
what is happening with rat
runs and main highways. The
new Speed Watch equipment,
replacing the old SID, will be
used initially to check on the
numbers of vehicles exceed-
ing the limits to verify speeds
and this will be collated with
the information held by the
County Council.

Action has also been taken to
support the purchase of a
hand held radar gun to be
used by the local police to
identify offending drivers.

This equipment is now in con-
stant use by the Risborough
Officers to enforce the limits
within the area.

Adult Social Care

A new initiative is aimed at

getting closer to the local
communities in Buckingham-
shire. Members of Adult So-
cial Care teams are holding a
series of Social Care Surgeries
in the local areas so that those
needing help and advice may
find it locally. Details of fu-
ture events can be found by
calling Karen Adamson on
01296 383847 or on the
County Web Site or through
contact with the Parish Coun-
cil.

Speed Limit Review and
Tranquil

Following the meeting of the
Speed Limit Review Panel
new limits are being pro-
posed for several areas. These
include: Marsh - 30mph,
Forge Lane and Lower
Loosley Hill, Loosley Row -
30 mph and Great Hampden -
30 mph. Other actions are be-
ing taken to look at the sign-
age of lanes where de
restriction signs are currently
placed on small lanes leading
off main roads

In Ellesborough the 30 mph
limits are now to be kept.
Congratulations to all those
that took part in the Speed
Reduction competition, the
impact that these have had in
keeping speeds down is really
noticeable especially as it can
be seen that it comes from
local children. Some changes
are envisaged on the A4010
where, in Kimble, the 40mph
is to be extended to include
residential areas within the
village; near Monks Risbor-
ough the 40 mph transition
between the 30mph and 50

mph limit together with the
40 mph limits either side of
the Terrick roundabout are to
be increased to 50 mph.

All of these changes are to be
advertised as final consulta-
tion process so if you have a
view, either in favour or not,

please let the County officers
know when the adverts are
published. If you do not com-

ment it may be taken that you
are not concerned and those
that do will be in the majority.

The Tranquil Project has seen
the erection of the white vil-

lage entry gates on some
roads. Orders are being
placed for the Oak Features
and these will be erected
where speed limits are not
likely to be changed. Where
changes to limits are envis-
aged the gates / features will
be erected at the time the new
orders come into place. Or-
ders have been placed for the
new traditional ‘finger post'

direction signage and these
should be appearing by the
end of the summer.

Road Maintenance

Some of the promised £3.25M
pounds for Buckinghamshire

to improve local roads has
been spent in our area. Main
Road, Lacey Green and the
Hampden Crossroads have
seen work carried out to im-

prove the running surface of
the roads. White lining is also
part of the improvements and

this has been done in Chalk-
shire Road and on the Rignal
Road. Pot hole repairs can still
be reported through High-
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ways on Call 0845 230 28830
if you see a problem please
report it.

Other improvements have
been implemented by a new
Community Road Gang with

the specific remit to carry out
maintenance works such as
hedging and ditching. These
gangs will visit each Parish,
on a requested basis, so if you
feel action is required then the
Parish Council should be ad-
vised so that they can request
action.

Community Fund

This yeards
Community projects has
again been made available. If
you have a community pro-
ject then please let me know
and | will see if some funding
can be arranged. If you have
an issue with which | can help
please also let me know. As
well as writing to my home
address Canastel, Water Lane,
Speen, HP27 0OSW, | can be
contacted by phone 01494
488315 or by email at proger-
son@buckscc.gov.uk

Paul Rogerson, County
Councillor

BCC Road safety

team let pre -

drivers take the
wheel

Buckinghamshire County
Council Road Safety Team
and Community and Youth
Engagement Team are work-
ing together to provide an

grant

activity day for pre drivers.
On Wednesday 6h August
6Take the
at The Grange School, Ayles-
bury, from 11am 6 5pm

I'téds an innova
aims to educate pre drivers
about the responsibilities that
come with the privilege of

driving. Organised by Buck-
inghamshire County Council,

this campaign has been de-
signed to inform young peo-

ple of all the aspects of driv-
ing they need to consider be-
fore they get behind the
wheel. The highlight for

mapyuorf]' Hule rs]téd.entts (')Srthe
opportunity to drive a car,

accompanied by an Approved
Driving Instructor.

The project is aimed at 15 to
18 year olds, who have not
yet passed their test. They
will have the opportunity to
talk to representatives from:
the Driving Standards
Agency, A-Plan Insurance,
Bucks Fire and Rescue, Ap-
proved Driving Instructors,
Red Cross, Trading Stan-
dards, Road Safety, Thames
Valley Police, and the Skidz
Project.

For more information, and to
book please call Nicola or
Mark on 01296 382450.

Digital TV
gives access to
Council ser-
vices.

Her eds how

Wheel 6

You can now access our ser-
vices from the comfort of
your arinchair esindgyeur @V
or on the move using your
mobile phone. The service is
uallgbie foeyeryong v,
Sky or Virgin Media digital
television, a Freeview box
with modem or a web en-
abled mobile phone.

You can:

i Find out about our
services and how to
contact us

i Report a problem

i Request a service or
a call back

T Access train and

bus timetables

i Search for jobs lo-
cally or across the
country using the
Job Centre Plus
database

i Book a doctor's ap-
pointment (subject
to your GP sur-
gery's participa-
tion)

Looking local on Sky

i Press the Interactive
button on your remote

i Select SKY Active from

the menu

Select Interactive Ser-

vice

|

Select Local Services
Select Looking Local
or

= =4 =4 -4

Press the Interactive
button on your remote
i Select SKY Active from

the menu
i Select AZ
i Select Looking Local
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Looking local on Vir- 1 Choose Looking Local show the main ways burglars
. have gained entry are
gin Neighbourhood through insecure door/
windows, by smashing win-
1 Press Interactive watch: dows, through rear patio
q Select Home and Away doors and by reaching
q Select Find It Residents urged to through letter - boxes to obtain
q Select Looking Local be vigilant about keys.

burglary within the
District.

Looking local on
Telewest (Service
branded Virgin TV but
using the Telewest

Interactive interface)

| Press the Interactive
button on your remote

1 Select News & Info
i Select Community

Police and partner agencies
in Wycombe are asking peo-
ple to be vigilant after a sig-
nificant rise in burglaries of
homes over the past weeks.
Latest statistics show the
number of burglaries re-

ported to the police in Febru-
control ary 2008 has increased by 53%
compared to February 2007.

Although it is expected to see
some rise in burglaries at this
time of year because the
nights are longer, the increase
we have seen over the past
weeks is alarming. It is vital
that residents take the follow-
ing steps to protect them-
selves from burglary: - Lock
all windows (even if you are
just popping out for a while) o
thieves can wriggle through
any gap larger than the size of
a human head. - Lock all
doors d ensure UPVC (white

Crime reports plastic) doors are double

Mean machine

Hard water can ruin appliances —avoid damage in your home by installing an Ecowater
softener. Available from Sterling Softeners, the Ecowater range of intelligent products
provides a continuous supply of soft water with the minimum amount of fuss.

To request a free brochure and to find out how you can begin to enjoy the benefits
of softenad water in your home, call us on freephone 0800 515 377 orvisit
www.sterlingsofteners.co.uk

Intelligent salutions to hard 5WW 50{%

b water problems avaitable from

Loums View House - Nerth Cean

Hughenden Builders
Established®2 years

All Building Works Undertaken
] Extensions.
q Alterations.
1 Loft Conversions.
1 Roofing - all types.
1 Drives, Block paving, Tarmac etc.

i Patios, Walls, Garden landscap-
ing.

1 Plumbing, Plastering, Carpentry.

Planning Service.

Clear & Concise Plans
Single Storey £150.00
Two Storey £300.00
(plus council fees)
Free detailed estimate with drawing .
Planning fees returned if tender accepted.

171 Main Road Tel: 01494 562937
Naphill 01494 438057
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locked so that the handle is
fully pushed up and the key
fully turned. By pushing the
top or bottom of the door,
thieves know that if it flexes,
itds not

Recovery of Neighbourhood
watch - the editor of the
Speen and North Dean News
has also offered to take on
Neighbourhood Watch func-
tions and as soon as her crimi-
nal background check is com-
plete, we will resume commu-
nication as in the glorious
days of Dave Howarth.

Speen School

Mi ds ummer 6s

raises £3400.

Photo: Phil Dodd

Lesley Thompson reports that
176 people came to the ball,
with live music from the
cover band Finger Mouse
(www.fingermouseband.com )
.Profits reached £3400 and
some will go to the Pre-
school.

|l ocked.

support

Pre- Schoo/ volun-

teers keep the ma-

chine oiled

The summer holidays are
here and all the children from

Speen are at home enjoying
the break, so it gives me great
pleasure to reflect on what
has been a busy year for the
pre-school:, new rules (more

P 7Tred tape), new teachers, new

lessons in French, getting
through the OFSTED inspec-
tion (thank you Annabel) and

lots of fun and laughter. In a

true Speen tradition of Com-
mittees we have had our own
"changing of the guard". We
owe a big thank you to the
ladies who have worked so
hard to keep our small but
perfectly formed school open,
and running like a well oiled
machine, thank you all.

Speen Schools thrive on volunteer

The Speen Fete committee
kindly allowed the pre -school
once again to have a Kiddies
corner, a chance for the par-
ents to drop their children for
some sedate flower face paint-
ing, etc while they had tea or
sat quietly reflecting for a
while, perhaps? Well not this
year. We even rivalled the
noise level of the cannons at
one point. We had face paint-
ing with super heroes, and
maybe the odd flower, design
-a-mask, the Clown game,
lucky dip, stringing breakfast
together on a string, paper
plate painting which turned
into wet Frisbees and THE
STOCKS which proved very
popular with male adults
and children alike. We will
of course be renting them
out, for extra funding for the
pre-school.

Sports Day had to be re
arranged because of the
weather, which sadly meant
that some relatives and
friends who had been in-
vited where unable to attend
(note to God for next year).
But on the day the weather
was great and the children
had loads of fun. Priceless
memories of them in their
team colours, waiting for their

turn while proud parents

looked on, will linger for

some time. A big thank you
to Natalie and her team for all
their hard work making the
day perfect, and thank you to
the mums who helped
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